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Early this week, a military appeals court ruled that three suspects charged in the 1985 killings of
six US citizens should be released under amnesty legislation approved last fall by the government
of President Jose Napoleon Duarte. The six included four Marine guards at the US Embassy in
San Salvador. According to the ruling, the killings were a political act, and thus were subject to the
amnesty program. A statement released by the US Embassy said, "We do not believe that persons
who have committed crimes of terrorism, in this instance the massacre of innocent, unarmed
persons eating in a restaurant should go unpunished. We have stated our belief that the release of
these persons is morally wrong and politically damaging. We are dismayed at the court's decision."
A total of 13 people were killed June 19, 1985, when assailants wearing Salvadoran Army uniforms
opened fire with automatic weapons at two cafes. At the time, a little-known leftist group, the
Mardoquero Cruz Urban Guerilla Commandos, claimed responsibility for the killings. This group
is an offshoot of one of the five guerrilla armies that form the Farabundo Marti National Liberation
Front (FMLN). The Salvadoran government has argued that the killings were civil crimes, and
thus the detainees are ineligible for amnesty. After the military court ruling was announced, the
government said the decision would be appealed. A spokesperson for the Attorney General's Office,
Mary Hernandez, said on Jan. 28 that the three suspects will remain in jail while the government
prepares an appeal of the order for their release. She said the appeal would go to the Supreme Court
in 15 days. (Basic data from AP, 01/26/88)
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